Free Will – My Thesis

Introduction

I am going to attempt to determine how it came to pass that I grew up Lutheran yet cling strongly to the idea of free will, ie my ability to participate in my salvation. Possibly, I am struggling with the sin of pride or individuality as more important than God’s control in my life and hopefully by the time I am done (which could be a life-long process) I will be able to say that “I really believe what I say I believe is really real.”

The foundation for my belief in free will comes from my understanding of my relationship with my God. Relationship is a key word here because when I think of a relationship, I define it as a two-way interaction as opposed to what I would call a dictatorial or puppet-like existence.




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 







VS. 


I believe that God created us to be “in his image” because there are no other beings in existence that are like him. The angels are servants and have no option to do anything other than to serve God. (Yes, God “allowed” the Devil to defect so that Man would have an option/choice to obey him or not. Without the devil, Adam and Eve couldn’t have sinned.) Animals and plants may glorify God through their existence, but cannot have a relationship with God because they are not sentient. He created us to be something that could have a relationship with him, ie he allows us to choose (even if he knows in the end that we will not choose him) because there are no other beings (that the bible tells us of) that can. 
A couple examples from my life:
My relationship with my husband: He chose to love me and made a promise to do so for the rest of his life. However, I cannot control his actions to ensure that someday he won’t break that promise. All I can do is trust in the relationship I have with him, the love and respect he has for me, to cause him to continue to choose me every day for the rest of our lives. If there was some way I could ensure that would never change, then we cease to have a relationship and only have a dictation that there is no other way, which in my mind lessens the joy that I get from that connection. In fact, I would cease to even need to ever show love to him because it would no longer be necessary, he has no choice. 
The same example can be applied to my relationship with my children: They choose to obey me because they respect and love me and they feel guilty when I have been disappointed with them. If I could control their every action to make them do what I want them to every time, there is no need for me to participate in a relationship with them anymore, they have no choice, there is no need for me to discipline or praise them because they have no control over their actions. They just always have to do what I want them to.
So, Genesis 3: God creates sentient beings that are ‘in his image’ with ‘his spirit breathed into them’. Yet, he creates a rule. “Thou shall not eat of that tree.” If he didn’t want us to have free will, why did he give them the permission and the ability to choose to sin?  He could have left them quite happy and perfect in the Garden with the tree of knowledge and the tree of life somewhere else or not even created. Yet, I believe God had to provide us with a choice. If there was no choice, they would be no different from the angels or a puppet that God pulls the strings on. It makes the relationship so much sweeter when we choose him. It makes it a relationship.  
My belief in Free Will comes from my understanding of the bible as a whole. I cannot justify taking one verse or even 20 verses and letting them rule on an issue (especially if taken out of context) when there is so much more to the book. It comes from the relationship that I participate in on a daily basis and the conviction I feel I have from the Holy Spirit who lives in me. It comes from my basic understanding that God is love (not just that he loves us, but that His whole being defines love).

Unfortunately, this belief conflicts with most of the ideas of Calvinism and I will attempt to capture my responses to the TULIP doctrine below.

Total Depravity

I agree wholeheartedly with the idea of total depravity. We are born under the curse of Adam’s sin (Genesis 3 and Romans 5:12). The penalty of the fall is that we all must die. God decreed this and no one is able to get out of it. I believe (and agree with Calvin) that God must be the initiator. He must reach down to us to regenerate our spirit so that we can accept the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
OLD Testament:

· Genesis 6:5: "The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."

· Psalms 51:5: "Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me."

· Ecclesiastes 7:20: "Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins."

· Ecclesiastes 9:3: "This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead."

· Jeremiah 17:9: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?"

· Jeremiah 13:23: "Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil."

NEW Testament:

· Mark 7:21-23: "For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person."

· John 3:19: "And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil."

· John 6:44: "[Jesus said,] 'No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.'"

· John 6:64-65: "[Jesus said,] 'But there are some of you who do not believe.' (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) And he said, 'This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.'"

· John 8:34: "Jesus answered them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.'"

· Romans 1:18-20 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
· Romans 3:10-11: "None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God."

· Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—“
· Romans 8:7-8: "For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God."

· 1 Corinthians 2:14: "The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned."

· Ephesians 2:1-3: "And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind."

· Titus 3:3: "For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another."

Unconditional Election

I however cannot reconcile unconditional election with free will. I believe that once God has reached down to us to regenerate our spirit, we still have the choice/responsibility to respond to his offer of eternal life with him (or reject the offer which gets us eternal life away from him). I also believe that he offers this choice to everyone. He grants everyone the ability to believe that Jesus Christ lived and died, he grants everyone the choice whether to accept Christ’s sacrifice for their personal sins.  He grants us the choice, the freedom. 
One of the discussions I have had with Calvinists centers around the fact that God has to give you the gift of faith for you to believe. I agree. I just think that he gives everyone that gift (instead of just the elect). Just because we have a talent/gift, doesn’t mean that we use it the way God intended. I think the parable of the talents demonstrates that fact quite adequately.

There are soooooo many examples throughout the bible of how God allows his people choices (and how often we choose wrongly and how often God gives us even more chances). 
I believe that the following scripture supports this understanding:

OLD Testament:

· Genesis 3: Adam and Eve are allowed to choose to eat the apple.

· Deuteronomy 30:19: "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death,(A) blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live."

· Joshua 24:15: "And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell."
· Throughout the OT, the people of Israel are told to do something and then God sits back and waits to see if they will obey. He doesn’t just make them do what he says the first time. Example: the promised land, he told them to go, they chose not to, so he let them bear the responsibility for that choice, then when they learned their lesson, he told them to go again.  Over and over, this cycle repeats. 
· Need to research this more: I think that it was possible to become an accepted “alien” in Israel. You could choose to follow the customs of the Jews. How were you then viewed? I know that they “absorbed” a number of people during the quest for the promise land. I believe that they became “adopted” into the faith and considered a member of the chosen people. That meant that even in the OT time, people could choose to become a member of God’s family.

NEW Testament:

· Matthew 11:38 “Come to Me . . . “

· Matthew 22 (parable of the wedding) – I’m adding this here because I believe it demonstrates that we have the choice. The man was invited, yet he chose to disregard the ‘rules’ to wear the freely provided wedding garments. Obviously, the consequence of his choice was that he was thrown out.

· When Jesus was nailed on the cross, the two criminals, one on each side, were about to die. Only one asked Jesus for forgiveness while the other, even at the end of his life with nothing else to lose, mocked Jesus. In the view of Methodists and others who believe in free will, this was a free and personal choice between everlasting death and everlasting life.

· John 1:10 “10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent,[c] nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. “
· Romans 5:10 - For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
· 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
· James 4:8 “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”
· Notice the order in this verse. 
Thus, I must respond to each of these scripture references which I have heard quoted by Calvinists in support of Unconditional Election:

NEW Testament:

· Matthew 22 (parable of the wedding) 22:14 “14"For many are invited, but few are chosen."”
· I do not think that this supports the unconditional election doctrine. All this story seeks to show is that there is only one way to get into heaven. That is, be invited by God and wear the right clothes (aka faith in Christ) especially since they are provided for you free of charge. 

· I do think that it also a history lesson and Jesus was pointing out that the first people that the man invited to the wedding are comparable to the Israelites in that they didn’t respond to the invitation.
· John 15:16: "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you."

· I believe that this is not a reference to salvation but to the good works God has set forth for us. And I do believe that God has works specifically picked out for me to do. (I just get to choose to do them or not).
· This also appears to be said directly to the disciples. I believe God did “choose” the disciples specifically, he sought them out for a very specific task and they responded. 

· John 15:18-19 ”  18"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.”
· To the disciples specifically. 
· John 17:1-4  “ 1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”
· My view on this is that these verses apply to every single person. All people, even those going to Hell are granted eternal life through Jesus death on the cross. He nullifies the curse that God placed on Adam and his descendants. He died for every one of us (even though we do not all accept). 
· Acts 13:48: "And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed."

· This just comes down to our perception of time. Does the fact that someone didn’t believe that day mean that they weren’t appointed ever or does it mean that God/Holy Spirit were still working on them and fighting for them and some time down the road they also believed (and became appointed to eternal life)? Not clear either way.
· Romans 8: 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[j] who[k] have been called according to his purpose.29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
· This comes back to whether or not you can choose to reject God’s plan for your life. Possibly, every person is called, just not all answer the phone.
· Romans 9:15-16: "For he says to Moses, 'I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.' So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy."

· All this is saying is that God is God and who are we to question his actions. We are all sinners and deserve death, supported above in the Total Depravity section. Who are we to be upset when someone we deem to be more sinful than us gets to go to heaven too? This is not about being fair, this is about God loving his creation while following the rules he put in motion (belief in Christ is the only way to get to heaven).

· Romans 9:22-24: "What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory - even us whom he has called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?"

· Related to verse about hardening Pharaoh’s heart. We don’t know everything about God’s plan. We do know that the story in Exodus repeatedly refers to God “hardening Pharaoh’s heart”. If you look at the situation in Egypt, you might find yourself wondering if Pharaoh had already made some poor decisions about the value of human life and his priorities in relation to worshipping the true God. I choose to believe that God hardened his heart because he had already “exchanged the truth of God for a lie” like the people in Romans 1. He had already been given chances and God gave him even more through the 10 plagues, yet he chose not to listen. Since God knew that Pharaoh would choose the wrong path, he used that opportunity to show the world at that time how amazingly powerful and wonderful he really is.
· 1 Corithians 1:9 “9God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”
· Just because he calls, doesn’t mean we have to answer.
· Ephesians 1:4-5: "even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,"

· This is not a reference to salvation, but to the idea that God wants everyone to become part of his family and offers that to all. Who is us and we? I interpret it to be all people. He predestined all people to be able to be adopted, some people reject that adoption. 
· Ephesians 1:11: "In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,"

· This is not a reference to salvation but to the idea that God wants everyone to become part of his family and offers that to all. Who is we? I interpret it to be all people. He predestined all people to be able to be adopted, some people reject that adoption.
· Philippians 1:29: "For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake"

· This is just reemphasizing what Jesus already said. He warned us that the road was narrow. He told us that we would be hated for our belief. 
· 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5: "For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake."

· This is not in reference to salvation but to the wonderful honor of getting to be a part of the Christian revolution. To be one of the first believers, to share that with others. And maybe God did pick very special people and nudge them in the right direction to hear Paul preach, so that Christianity would become infectious and spread throughout the land.
· 1 Thessalonians 5:24 “24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. “
· 2 Thessalonians 2:13: "But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth."

· This is not in reference to salvation but to the wonderful honor of getting to be a part of the Christian revolution. To be one of the first believers, to share that with others.

· 2 Timothy 1:9: "who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,"

· Works vs Acceptance – God calls all people (and I believe that all hear). Not everyone listens to the call or responds to it.
Limited Atonement

I absolutely cannot accept limited atonement. There is far too much biblical evidence that God provided a way to be saved for every person on this earth. In view of my belief in free will, it is only those who choose to reject this offer who are not saved, even though Jesus died for us all. 

I think that we have to read these verses in context of the actual moment that Christ died on the cross versus the actual moment when we are judged. When Christ died on the cross he provided an option (and the option is available to every person on earth). When God stands before us at the judgment, Jesus will only stand beside those who have chosen him (his sheep) and his salvation at that very specific moment will only apply to believers. 
These are verses I believe support this idea:

OLD Testament:

· Hebrews 2:9 "He tasted death for every man."
NEW Testament:
· John 1:29 He is "the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world;"
· John 4:42 He is "the Saviour of the world;" 
· John 1:29b: "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

· John 3:14-18 - "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."

· Romans 8:32 "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?" 
· 2 Cor 5:14-15 - "For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again."

· 1 Timothy 2:3-6 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."

· A note on this verse in particular: The Calvinist view of this verse is that what one desires and what one actually does are two different things. I must reject this thought when applied to my God. I do not think that he can contradict himself. If it is his desire that all should be saved and he has the power to provide that salvation, how could he consciously condemn those who are not predestined? In my view, if God really predestines us, this verse is a lie. God doesn’t desire that all will be saved, he really only desires that the elect will be saved. 
· 1 Timothy 4:10 - "For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe."

· Titus 2:11 "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people."

· 2 Peter 3:9 "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."

· 1 John 2:2 - "And He [Christ] Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world."
Again, I must respond to these verses which are used to support Limited Atonement:
NEW Testament:

· John 10:2-5,11,14-15 - But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers...I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep...I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 
· I believe this is in reference to the time of judgment, not to life on earth. Jesus died to save us all (read above scripture), but when we are judged, only his sheep will be saved.
· It is the same issue of time as Acts 13:48. Jesus doesn’t say that he can’t accept more sheep into his flock. He just says that “at this point in time, those who are my sheep will come with me”. Besides the fact that he is very pointedly telling the Pharisees here that they are not his sheep at the moment because they aren’t listening to him.
· This is an invitation to all of us. Become one of my sheep, listen to me. If you do, I will be your good shepherd and take care of you for eternity.
· John 17:9 - ...I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.

· I agree with the heading that has been inserted into my bible. This section is a prayer for Jesus disciples. They were a select group of people whom he loved dearly.
· Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her
· Same comment about time. Is it possible to become part of the church so that this verse can apply to you too? I believe yes.
· Acts 20:28 - Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

· Same comment about time.

· Romans 8:33-34 - Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

· This is the same content as Romans 9:15-16. God is God and we’re not. When we think it isn’t fair that someone we don’t like gets to go to heaven, we need to be reminded that we aren’t the judge.
· Hebrew 9:15  For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
Irresistible Grace

Tom didn’t really preach on this much, I need to look up some verses here.
I think it is a slippery slope between being confident in your salvation and that you can never lose it versus God not providing any choice in the matter at all. That those who have been chosen can never reject him, even if they commit suicide or in other ways blaspheme against the holy spirit. 
· Mark 3:29- But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."

I agree with the idea that once you have accepted the Holy Spirit into your life and believe in Jesus’ death for you, you can be confident that you are saved (ie you don’t need to worry). And the verses that are used for irresistible grace can support this idea just as well. However, I find it hard to take these verses as far as Calvinists do to mean that there is no choice throughout the whole process and if you are chosen, you have no say in the matter. 
· Hebrews 10:19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
· John 6:37 “37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. “
· Romans 8: 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[m] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Ephesians 1:11In him we were also chosen,[a] having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the praise of his glory.
· Just because you make a deposit on something does not always mean that you end up purchasing it. So just because the Holy Spirit is my guarantee for a place in heaven now, does not mean that I might change my mind and blaspheme against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:29) which is unforgivable.
· Phillipians 1:4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Questions:
Q. Do I believe that God is omniscient and omnipotent?

A. Yes. I don’t think that my belief in free will necessitates that I throw this idea out the window. I like this quote from Wikipedia because it states my ideas clearly:

“Some non-Calvinist Christians attempt a reconciliation of the dual concepts of predestination and free will by pointing to the situation of God as Christ. In taking the form of a man, a necessary element of this process was that Jesus Christ lived the existence of a mortal. When Jesus was born he was not born with the omniscient power of God the Creator, but with the mind of a human child - yet he was still God in essence. The precedent this creates is that God is able to will the abandonment of His knowledge, or ignore knowledge, while remaining fully God. Thus it is not inconceivable that although omniscience demands that God knows what the future holds for individuals, it is within his power to deny this knowledge in order to preserve individual free will.”
Q. Is it possible for both sides to be right, or be partially right?
A. Definitely. I think Nate put it best when he said, “How can the same Holy Spirit in you [a Calvinist] and in me leave us both at peace in our very different and seemingly opposite beliefs?”  I can think of a few options here:

1. God knows something we don’t (he knows a lot we don’t) about how the idea of predestination and free will can both be true at the same time.

2. Some people are saved through predestination and some people are saved through free will.

3. God’s plan for the human race was for us all to be his children. So, in essence, he predestined all of us to chose to love and worship him. But, since he gives everyone the free will to reject his “get out of jail free card” and opt for punishment instead, not all of us will be in the “elect”.
Currently, I’m leaning toward promoting #3.
Q. What about the sovereignty of God?

A. I don’t think (or feel) that free will necessitates that God is not sovereign. It is still wholly his salvation, his plan, his choice to save me or not. I can’t do anything about it at all except trust that what he has told us through the bible he will follow up on. All I am saying is that God writes me a blank check, its not my blank check until I sign it and deposit it. But it’s still his money from his bank account.  If I choose not to take the check, that doesn’t mean it isn’t offered to me and it doesn’t mean that God still doesn’t want me to have it. If I choose to take the check, it doesn’t mean that I deserved it or did anything in order to receive it.
In Closing


Let it be noted that I do believe that God does have the power/ability to predestine us. I would never put him in a box and say “he can’t”. I just don’t believe that is what he has done, nor is that what he tells us through his word that he has done.

I’ve tried to collect the relevant scriptural references in one place to be looked at comprehensively. It’s always a little dangerous to take verses out of context, so I usually return to the bible to refresh my memory.

I currently believe that I have the free will to have (or not have) a relationship with my Savior. For me to accept predestination, from my perspective, it limits God. Its saying that he is all powerful, but doesn’t have a solution that saves everyone.  Its saying that he loves everyone, but loves the elect more. That just doesn’t add up with the rest of the bible story.
Like I said in the intro, this will probably be a lifelong process of learning for us. But at this point in time, our current interpretation of scripture requires us to look for a new church since our current one leaves no room for belief in free will. I’m open to attending a church that doesn’t take a stand one way or the other, since we think that this is not a “salvation limiting” doctrine (both sides still believe that the other side is going to heaven, just a little confused about how they got there). 
Some references:

John Wesley’s view of predestination, a little hard to read, but the points are still relevant:
 http://gbgm-umc.org/UMW/wesley/serm-128.stm
Luther’s Bondage of the Will:
http://www.reformedreader.org/bow.htm
It would be interesting to get Luther and Wesley together in a room. ( Maybe Erasmus too. 
